
 

 

 

How to Setup Spam Filters on Thunderbird 

 

 Step-by-Step Tutorial to Create Message Filters in Thunderbird 
 
Let’s create a message filter that deletes the message if the body of a message 
contains the word *****SPAM***** 
. 
1.  Start Thunderbird. 
 
2.  Click Tools > Message Filters.  The Message Filters dialog appears. 
 

 
 
 
The Message Filters dialog 
 
3.  Click New to create a new filter.  The Filter Rules dialog appears. 



 
 
The Filter Rules dialog 
 
4.  In the Filter Name field, type a name for the filter.  For example, type “Delete 
message if body contains the word *****SPAM*****”. 
 
5.  From the Apply filter when pull-down menu, select an item.  The default value 
Checking Mail or Manually Run makes Thunderbird apply the filter as its checks the 
mail or when you want to manually do that function. 
 
6.  Specify how Thunderbird should apply the filter on e-mail by clicking one of the 
three radio buttons: Match all of the following, Match any of the following or Match all 
messages. 
 
7.  Click the first down-arrow and select the first attribute of the condition.  For this 
example, select “subject”. 
 
Select the first attribute for the filter 
Click the second down-arrow and select the second attribute of the condition.  For 
this example, select “contains”, if it is not the default. 

 
 



Select the second attribute for the filter 
In the third field, type the word *****SPAM***** 
 

 
 
Type the text in the text field 
 
8.  In the Perform these actions frame, Click the first down-arrow and select the first 
attribute of the action.  For this example, select Delete from POP Server. 
 

 
 
 
Select Delete from POP Server  
 



 
 
 
9.  Click OK.  Thunderbird creates and enables the filter. 
 


